
Week 3: An Axehead Floats  

Scripture: 2 Kings 6:1-7  
Background Brief  

This group of men mentioned here would have been training and preparing to become 
prophets in their own right. Elisha was offering them instruction and the place where they were 
gathering to learn was too small. During the process of building a new meeting place, an iron 

axehead falls into the Jordan River. It is important to remember that the rivers can be very 
dangerous, especially in that part of history when it was very uncommon to know how to swim. 

Furthermore, even though they are well into the Iron Age of history, it still would have been 
difficult and very costly to replace the axehead. Add that to the fact that the tool was likely 

borrowed because of not being able to afford his own or lack of access to buy his own.  

Elisha employs a retrieval tactic that was often seen as “magic” in those days, but we 
understand it to be a miracle of God’s provision today. Still it is important to understand that they 

believed and were open to mystical and unexplainable things happening to them then.  

Materials Needed  
Bibles  

Transforming Bible Study Guide  

Invitation to Prayer: Open with a group prayer, focusing your hearts and minds on God as you 



prepare to study his word. 
Scripture: Have a member of your group read 2 Kings 6:1-7 aloud.  

Critical Questions  

1. Who were these prophets in the text?  
2. Why were they meeting together?  
3. How did Elisha retrieve the axehead?  
4. Why was it so important to retrieve?  
5. What do you think this passage teaches us about God’s character?  

Tips for discussion with children: It might be helpful to start the discussion by talking about how 
iron doesn’t float. You might also discuss with them how people didn’t really swim in those days.  

Amplification Questions  

1. Put yourself in the shoes of the man who lost the axehead. How do you think you would 
react?  

2. The loss of an axehead seems like a small stumbling block. Why do you think God 
chose to give it back to them miraculously?  

3. How might you have reacted to this miracle?  
4. Can you relate to having stumbling blocks to your goals?  

a. How do you usually handle them?  

Application Exercise  

Depending on group size, you may choose to do this exercise with your entire group, or 
you might wish to break up into groups of 2-3 people and share. Take a few moments to think 
back over the past week. What were the stumbling blocks you experienced? How did you 
respond to them? Was there a better way you could have responded differently to the situation. 
What do you think God is inviting you to do in response to this passage? Share your thoughts 
with each other and then pray for one another.  

Close in Prayer: 


