
 

THE VINE 
I Am the Vine; You Are the Branches.”  

                “If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit:  apart from me he can do nothing.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                           John 15:5 

A Newsletter for the Churches of The Well 
Waller, Town Hill, Benton 

 

Welcome to the first newsletter produced by the Tuesday afternoon Women’s Bible Study 

group.  We will endeavor to print on a regular basis a variety of articles and pictures that 

pertain to The Well Family. 

                                                                  ___________________________ 

 

KFC – Did COVID Kill KFC or Can It Be Resurrected? 

Kids For Christ started as an after-school ministry each Wednesday in the Benton Church 

nine years ago, serving children in grades kindergarten through sixth grade.  The program 

was a huge success, teaching children about Jesus through lessons, games, and songs.  At 

one point seventy children were attending.  The children shared those experiences with 

their parents, many of whom attended special programs in the Benton Church with their 

children. 

In a post pandemic 2021-2022 school term our question should be, as the Lord’s servants, 

are we willing to re-start this program to serve local children who need to learn the Bible 

stories and hear the Good News? 

We realize this is a big project.  It will take many committed volunteers to step forward for 

the sake of our children’s souls. 

Please contact Kathryn Rauhauser, our Director of Discipleship, Congregational Care and 

Youth Ministries for your interest in this program.  She can be reached at 205-753-0408 or 

Kathryn.reed@asburyseminary.edu 

• Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 

of heaven belongs to such as these.”  Matthew19:14 

 

 



 
 

 

There Is Nothing So Constant as Change Itself 

During the last week of May members of the Benton Church worked to clean out the house 

located at 320 Main Street. It was previously used as Sunday School rooms and the church 

office.   After everything has been removed, the house will be put up for sale. 

Your Loving Choices, a pregnancy resource center, operated on the second floor of the 

house.  It has moved to the former nursery room in the church, with the nursery relocating to 

the basement.  You may reach Your Loving Choices by dialing 570-784-6124. 

 

The Well Welcomes New Confirmands 

A joyous occasion was celebrated May 30th at Town Hill Church where three of our young 

people were confirmed into the Methodist Church.  Please continue to pray for our youth as 

they grow in stature and in the Christian Faith. 

 

 Confirmands: 
Wilmer Lewis, Styiker Lewis, Chloe Musser and Families 

The Brotherhood: Men of the Well 

The Brotherhood meetings will be moving from Tuesday evenings at Benton to Wednesday 

evenings at Town Hill @ 7:00PM on June 16th.  The Brotherhood will be starting a new study 

at the first Town Hill meeting which will be announced via the Brotherhood group on 

WhatsApp. 

 

The Well: What is it and its purpose? 

 By: Pastor Tyler Rauhauser 

 
The Well is a recently formed parish charge of the 3 churches of Benton, Town Hill, and 

Waller UMCs.  The initial vision for The Well was to “write the book” on rural, multi-site 

churches.  For this to happen, the charge would have to operate as though it were 1 church 

in three locations.  This means taking the “DNA” or “identity” of one of the churches and 



 
 
installing that into the other two OR creating a new identity for all 3.  Though this was the 

initial intention of The Well, it is not the current or future of The Well. 

After speaking with our District Superintendent, it was determined that the best course of 

action was to redefine The Well as being a more traditional 3 church charge.  What does that 

mean?  That means that Benton, Town Hill, and Waller UMCs will operate as a charge which 

shares a charge-wide SPRC, a charge-wide staff, and some shared missions.  Benton UMC 

will have its own identity which will develop and grow within the charge, as will Waller UMC 

and Town Hill UMC.  I am currently working with the leadership councils of each of the 

churches to figure out what the identity of each is so that we can grow into that.  Because of 

this we have changed our tagline to being “Three Churches - One Body” as we are three 

separate churches which work as one body of worshippers. 

We are going to strive to live into the United Methodist Church’s mission: “To Make 

Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World.”  What this means is we will be 

placing a large focus on the discipleship aspect of church life.  This task will be spear-

headed by Kathryn Rauhauser, our Director of Discipleship, in conjunction with myself.  The 

current plans are to emphasize our times and offerings of discipleship in the way of Sunday 

worship, Sunday school, and Small Group Studies as well as developing some new 

opportunities for discipleship to occur within our buildings and our community.  There are 

many ways to engage in discipleship at The Well and more to come and we welcome your 

partnership with us in this endeavor. 

 
Your Presence Matters 

By Kathryn Rauhauser 

Director of Discipleship, Congregational Care, and Youth Ministries 

 Reaching the children and youth with the gospel is often seen as a daunting task. We 

often think of ourselves as unqualified, out-of-touch, or otherwise unable to meet their 

spiritual needs. The immediate effect is that far too few adults in the church show up for the 

children and youth ministries. The long-term effect is that these kids grow up, and they feel 

completely disconnected from the church as a whole. Too old for youth ministry but 

disconnected from the rest of the church, our young adults are left to figure out faith for 

themselves. This is not just an issue at The Well churches, but across the nation.  

 The Fuller Youth Institute has done decades of research into what makes faith “stick,” 

and what creates lifelong, faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.1 What they have found is that 

intergenerational relationships are key to faith development in children and teens. The data 

they have collected has shown that each student needs at least 5 faithful spiritual mentors to 

make their faith stick. These mentors take on different roles, from parents actively practicing 

and discussing their faith, to Sunday School teachers, small group leaders, and youth group 

helpers. These mentors often have very little formal ministry training but are still intentional 

about living out their faith and being accessible to children and teens. In short: they show up 

mentally, physically, and spiritually.  

 
1 https://fulleryouthinstitute.org/  

https://fulleryouthinstitute.org/


 
 
 I have heard from many people over the last couple of years how wonderful they 

think our KFC ministry is, and since the pandemic, wondering when we can start it back. I 

have also heard many say how much they love our youth ministry and are happy to see it 

thriving. I am deeply grateful for these ministries as well. I want to see our children and 

teens thriving and growing in their faith. But more than that I want to see their faith “stick.” I 

want to see the legacy of our church be lifelong faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. To do that, 

we need adults to show up for our kids. To those adults who are already showing up for 

these ministries, THANK YOU. Your presence matters, and you make a difference. 

 To those who want to see KFC come back and the youth ministry continue to thrive, we need 

you. Our children and youth need to see your faith lived out. They need your presence. 

 In Isaiah 6, the prophet Isaiah has a vision of God seated on the throne, and God is 

asking “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” and Isaiah responds “Here am I. Send 

me.”2 Your church leaders are joining with God asking “Who will show up for our children? 

Who will serve our teens?” If you are interested in responding “Here am I; send me” please 

contact the church office (570-864-7444) or email me at kathryn.reed@asburyseminary.edu.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

The possibility of future church newsletters will depend on feedback we receive from the 

three churches of The Well.  Comments, articles, or questions should be submitted to Ruth 

Whitenight, Patti Sterner, or Joan Ash.  

 

 

 
2 Isaiah 6:1-8, New International Version 

mailto:kathryn.reed@asburyseminary.edu

