
 

THE VINE 
I Am the Vine; You Are the Branches.”  

                “If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit:  apart from me he can do nothing.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                           John 15:5 

A Newsletter for the Churches of The Well 
Waller, Town Hill, Benton 

 

Welcome to the August 2021 newsletter produced by the Tuesday afternoon 

Women’s Bible Study group.  We will endeavor to print on a regular basis a variety 

of articles and pictures that pertain to The Well Family. 

                                                                  ___________________________ 

STILL WONDERING . . . WILL KFC RETURN THIS FALL? 

Since the last newsletter was printed and distributed to our three churches, about six people 

have stepped forward to help with Kids for Christ.  More information is now available that 

could help church members decide to participate. 

This year it is hoped to have the program begin each Wednesday after school from October 

6 until April 13th; 3:15 to 4:30 pm.   

Volunteers are desperately needed if this previously highly successful program can survive.  

Potential volunteers must complete Safe Sanctuaries.  This is an extremely easy process.  

Any willing volunteer only need to contact Lori Saxe, Church Administer at the Town Hill 

Church and she will assist everyone through the process. Would you please pray about 

volunteering to help kids learn about Christ? 

“Gentle Jesus, meek and mild, look upon a little child. Pity my simplicity, suffer me to come 

to thee.”   Charles Wesley  

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Sandwiched between two appointments, we hurried into a fast-food eatery for lunch.  

Among the hubbub, a couple was sitting at a table in silent prayer.  Most of the customers 

dashed past.  Some maybe took a few seconds to thank God for this blessing, or perhaps felt 

okay because they already prayed once today or were simply oblivious.  Both Jesus and 

Paul took the time to glorify God by saying thank you for their food. 

Does such a subtle act of giving thanks in public send a message?  If some don’t come to 

church, maybe we should set an example for them.  Make it your mission and give a few 

seconds of thanks to God in whatever way is comfortable for you. 

-Pat Sterner 

Waller Church 
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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR TYLER 

There is a lot going on in the world today and much of it seems bad… it seems to point to the 

end times.  It is hard to turn on the TV, get online, or open a newspaper without being 

smacked in the face with a devastating headline.  One of the most recent hot topic headlines 

is about what is going on in Afghanistan as the US evacuates its military personnel and allies. 

 

This happening in Afghanistan has caused many different reactions from American citizens, 

all of which I have seen appear to be reasonable.  As an American, I am experiencing a 

range of reactions to this news.  As a Christian, I have experienced a range of reactions.  

However, something I have read recently and the scripture reading of John 16:31-33 have 

given me a new understanding and reaction. 

 

Just a few days ago I read that the underground Christian church in Afghanistan had 

received communication from the Taliban that stated the Taliban knew where they were and 

they were going to kill them.  My reaction to this was horror.  Christian brothers and sisters 

who had been forced to worship God from a hidden place were told their lives would be 

ended because of who they worship.  Yet, they have remained strong to their beliefs.  I will 

tell you now, I am not sure that I am strong enough or mature enough to say that I would 

react the same as our Christian brothers and sisters in Afghanistan have. 

 

Then, today, I am checking the daily reading from the Bible app, and it started making 

sense.  I went from saying, “How could they possibly do that?!” To saying, “Ahh, yes Lord!”  

The passage was from John 16:33 but I will add verses 31 and 32 as well for a little more 

contextual support.  John 16:31-33 says, 

 

“31 Jesus asked, “Do you finally believe? 32 But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—

when you will be scattered, each one going his own way, leaving me alone. Yet I am not 

alone because the Father is with me. 33 I have told you all this so that you may have peace in 

me. Here on earth, you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart because I have 

overcome the world.” 

 

We know, as Christ followers, that following him was never said to be easy… but it has been 

said to be worth it.  Our Christian siblings in Afghanistan understand this.  Their earthly lives 

are threatened on a regular basis, and yet they hold firm to the truths of the Gospels.  They 

can do this because they understand what Jesus is saying in John 16:33. We can have peace 

in HIM because HE overcame the world.  And because he overcame the world, our earthly 

lives are not all we are living for.  The end of our earthly lives is just the beginning of 

eternity for us.  We have hope for eternal life in paradise because we follow the one true 

Messiah, Jesus the Christ. 
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Youth Group whitewater rafting trip in June. 

 

A Note from Fred and Sandy Westover 

We would like to take a few minutes to introduce ourselves and Eight Days of Hope 

 Eight Days of Hope is a non-profit, nondenominational Christian organization. They 

exist to demonstrate the love of Christ, and serve those in need, Eight Days of Hope got 

started after Hurricane Katrina struck the gulf coast. Steve Tybor’s father called him and said 

why don’t you get a few of your friends from church and we will go to Bay St Louis, MS and 

we will rebuild a house for someone. Word spread that what this group of people were 

doing, and instead of 12 to 15 people on the first trip there were 650 and they rebuilt 80 

homes. The organization was born. They now have several branches of ministry including 

rapid response, rebuilds, safe houses for sex trafficking victims, Buffalo revitalization, and 

distributions. Currently there are 3 distribution centers across the country. The National 

Headquarters are in Tupelo MS, with two other distribution centers in Buffalo, NY and Cedar 

Rapids, IA. 
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In August of 2018, Benton flooded and a few days later volunteers from Eight Days of 

Hope showed up, and served as the hands and feet of Jesus, by cleaning up many homes in 

the Benton area. Almost everyone in the Benton area was affected either directly or 

indirectly by Eight Days of Hope while they were here. We spent a lot of time getting to 

know the Eight Day of Hope family and decided that we would go on a mission trip with 

them at some point. Before we had gone on our first trip, Fred felt God calling us to become 

full time missionaries with Eight Days of Hope. This started a 2 and ½ year process.   

Since then, we sold our business, and our home, bought a truck and camper, and 

/have gone on eight trips. On June first we became full time missionaries with Eight Days of 

Hope. This year we have been to Lake Charles, LA, where there had been flooding, while 

they were still trying to recover from several previous disasters. From there we went to 

Tupelo, MS, to work at our national headquarters.  And then in the beginning of August we 

went to Buffalo, NY. Each year Eight Days of Hope picks a different district in the city to 

revitalize.  Next, we plan on going to Cedar Rapids, IA, to remove trees that were damaged 

during a windstorm last year. Each trip brings not only new experiences, but also many 

rewards.  God has become the center of our lives, and we enjoy sharing His love with all 

those we meet. 

God Bless! 

Fred and Sandy Westover 

 

 

If your attitude is contagious, what are people catching from you? 

 

Should you have any comments or ideas for future issues of The Vine, please contact: 

Joan Ash,  Town Hill UMC 

Pat Sterner, Waller UMC 

Ruth Whitenight, Benton UMC 


