
The Letters of John
Discipleship Week 2

Scripture: 1 John 2:12-27 (have a group member read this passage aloud)

Background

So far this letter has been written in pretty standard prose, but today’s passage breaks
that pattern with a short poetic structure in verses 12-14. Within that structure, there is a
repetition of addressees: children, fathers, and young men (this was not to exclude the women,
in Greek language the masculine titles and categories would often be used to describe coed
groups). These categories are likely meant to provide age appropriate affirmations and
instruction, reminding each group of what is important. The poem reminds them to lean on the
truth they already know in order to face these new challenges. The author then switches back
into prose and addresses the new challenges head on: love of the world and those who deny
Christ. The ones the author specifically talks about were once part of these local churches, but
left and began to deny that Jesus was the Messiah. They were coming back to these
congregations and trying to lead them away from the truth of Jesus Christ.

Discussion
1. What do you think distinguishes each of the groups in verses 12-14?

a. What makes those stages of life unique?
b. What do you make of the encouragement to each specific group?

2. The author moves on to talk about loving the world in verses 15-17. How can we tell if
we’re loving the world?

a. What does it look like to love God instead of the world?
b. In your everyday life, what areas would you say the world influences you?
c. How do you address the temptation to love the world in your own life?

3. The author continues by warning against antichrists. What does he say distinguishes an
antichrist?

a. What should we cling to instead of following these antichrists?
b. Have you ever had an experience where the Holy Spirit helped you discern the

truth? If so, what was that like?
4. We also see a claim of this being the “last hour” from the author. We often hear these

claims today (and sometimes even make them ourselves). How do we reconcile the
claim of the last hour in the text with the fact that we are still here today, a couple
thousand years later?

a. Ultimately, the author doesn’t spend too much time dwelling on the last hour
“signs of the times” mentality. What does he point back to instead?

b. How does this relate to us, and how we are to live today?
5. The author closes out this section of the letter with the final reminder to remain or abide

in Christ. What does it mean to abide in Christ?
6. What can you do this week to put into practice what you learned today?


