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THEWELL 

 

Monday, November 16 - Read Matthew 14:13-21 

This passage of story, concerning Christ’s feeding five thousand men with 

five loaves and two fishes, is recorded by all the four Evangelists, which very 

few, if any, of Christ’s miracles are: this intimates that there is something in 

it worthy of special remark. Observe, 

 

I. The great resort of people to Christ, when he was retired into a desert 

place, Matt. 14:13. He withdrew into privacy when he heard, not of John’s 

death, but of the thoughts Herod had concerning him, that he was John the 

Baptist risen from the dead, and therefore so feared by Herod as to be 

hated; he departed further off, to get out of Herod’s jurisdiction. Note, In 

times of peril, when God opens a door of escape, it is lawful to flee for our 

own preservation, unless we have some special call to expose ourselves. 

Christ’s hour was not yet come, and therefore he would not thrust himself 

upon suffering. He could have secured himself by divine power, but because 

his life was intended for an example, he did it by human prudence; he 

departed by ship. But a city on a hill cannot be hid; when the people heard 

it, they followed him on foot from all parts. Such an interest Christ had in 

the affections of the multitude, that his withdrawing from them did but draw 

them after him with so much the more eagerness. Here, as often, the 

scripture was fulfilled, that unto him shall the gathering of the people be. It 

should seem, there was more crowding to Christ after John’s martyrdom 

than before. Sometimes the suffering of the saints are made to further the 

gospel (Phil. 1:12), and “the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” 

Now John’s testimony was finished, it was recollected, and more improved 

than ever.  When Christ and his word withdraw from us, it is best for us 

(whatever flesh and blood may object to the contrary) to follow it, preferring 

opportunities for our souls before any secular advantages whatsoever. When 

the ark removes, ye shall remove, and go after it, Josh. 3:3. 2. Those that 

truly desire the sincere milk of the word, will not stick at the difficulties they 

may meet with in their attendance on it. The presence of Christ and his 

gospel makes a desert place not only tolerable, but desirable; it makes the 

wilderness an Eden, Isa. 51:3; Isa. 41:19, 20. 

 



II. The tender compassion of our Lord Jesus towards those who thus 

followed him, Matt. 14:14. 1. He went forth, and appeared publicly among 

them. Though he retired for his own security, and his own repose, yet he 

went forth from his retirement, when he saw people desirous to hear him, as 

one willing both to toil himself, and to expose himself, for the good of souls; 

for even Christ pleased not himself. 2. When he saw the multitude, he had 

compassion on them. Note, The sight of a great multitude may justly move 

compassion. To see a great multitude, and to think how many precious, 

immortal souls here are, the greatest part of which, we have reason to fear, 

are neglected and ready to perish, would grieve one to the heart. None like 

Christ for pity to souls; his compassions fails not. 3. He did not only pity 

them, but he helped them; many of them were sick, and he, in compassion 

to them, healed them; for he came into the world to be the great Healer. 

After awhile, they were all hungry, and he, in compassion to them, fed 

them. Note, In all the favors Christ shows to us, he is moved with 

compassion, Isa. 63:9. 

 

III. The motion which the disciples made for the dismissing of the 

congregation, and Christ’s setting aside the motion. 1. The evening drawing 

on, the disciples moved it to Christ to send the multitude away; they 

thought there was a good day’s work done, and it was time to disperse. 

Note, Christ’s disciples are often more careful to show their discretion, than 

to show their zeal; and their abundant affection in the things of God. 2. 

Christ would not dismiss them hungry as they were, nor detain them longer 

without meat, nor put them upon the trouble and charge of buying meat for 

themselves, but orders his disciples to provide for them. Christ all along 

expressed more tenderness toward the people than his disciples did; for 

what are the compassions of the most merciful men, compared with the 

tender mercies of God in Christ? See how loth Christ is to part with those 

who are resolved to cleave to him! They need not depart. Note, Those who 

have Christ have enough, and need not depart to seek a happiness and 

livelihood in the creature; they that have made sure of the one thing 

needful, need not be cumbered about much serving: nor will Christ put his 

willing followers upon a needless expense, but will make their attendance 

cheap to them. 

 

But if they be hungry, they have need to depart, for that is a necessity which 

has no law, therefore, give you them to eat. Note, The Lord is for the body; 



it is the work of his hands, it is part of his purchase; he was himself clothed 

with a body, that he might encourage us to depend upon him for the supply 

of our bodily wants. But he takes a particular care of the body, when it is 

employed to serve the soul in his more immediate service. If we seek first 

the kingdom of God, and make that our chief care, we may depend upon 

God to add other things to us, as far as he sees fit, and may cast all care of 

them upon him. These followed Christ but for a trial, in a present fit of zeal, 

and yet Christ took this care of them; much more will he provide for those 

who follow him fully. 

 

Tuesday, November 17 - Read Matthew 14:13-21 

IV. The slender provision that was made for this great multitude; and here 

we must compare the number of invited guests with the bill of fare. 

1. The number of the guests was five thousand of men, besides 

women and children; and it is probable the women and children might be as 

many as the men, if not more. This was a vast auditory that Christ preached 

to, and we have reason to think an attentive auditory; and, yet it should 

seem, far the greater part, notwithstanding all this seeming zeal and 

forwardness, came to nothing; they went off and followed him no more; for 

many are called, but few are chosen. We would rather perceive the 

acceptableness of the word by the conversion, than by the crowds, of its 

hearers; though that also is a good sight and a good sign. 

2. The bill of fare was very disproportionable to the number of the 

guests, but five loaves and two fishes. This provision the disciples carried 

about with them for the use of the family, now they were retired into the 

desert. Christ could have fed them by miracle, but to set us an example of 

providing for those of our own households, he will have their own camp 

victualled in an ordinary way. Here is neither plenty, nor variety, nor dainty; 

a dish of fish was no rarity to them that were fishermen, but it was food 

convenient for the twelve; two fishes for their supper, and bread to serve 

them perhaps for a day or two: here was no wine or strong drink; fair water 

from the rivers in the desert was the best they had to drink with their meat; 

and yet out of this Christ will have the multitude fed. Note, Those who have 

but a little, yet when the necessity is urgent, must relieve others out of that 

little, and that is the way to make it more. Can God furnish a table in the 

wilderness? Yes, he can, when he pleases, a plentiful table. 

 



V. The liberal distribution of this provision among the multitude (Matt. 

14:18, 19); Bring them hither to me. Note, The way to have our 

creature-like comforts, comforts indeed to us, is to bring them to Christ; for 

every thing is sanctified by his word, and by prayer to him: that is likely to 

prosper and do well with us, which we put into the hands of our Lord Jesus, 

that he may dispose of it as he pleases, and that we may take it back from 

his hand, and then it will be doubly sweet to us. What we give in charity, we 

should bring to Christ first, that he may graciously accept it from us, and 

graciously bless it to those to whom it is given; this is doing it as unto the 

Lord. 

 

Now at this miraculous meal we may observe, 

1. The seating of the guests (Matt. 14:19); He commanded them to sit 

down; which intimates, that while he was preaching to them, they were 

standing, which is a posture of reverence, and readiness for motion. But 

what shall we do for chairs for them all? Let them sit down on the grass. 

When Ahasuerus would show the riches of his glorious kingdom, and the 

honor of his excellent majesty, in a royal feast for the great men of all his 

provinces, the beds or couches they sat on were of gold and silver, upon a 

pavement of red, and blue, and white, and black marble, Est. 1:6. Our Lord 

Jesus did now show, in a divine feast, the riches of a more glorious kingdom 

than that, and the honor of a more excellent majesty, even a dominion over 

nature itself; but here is not so much as a cloth spread, no plates or napkins 

laid, no knives or forks, nor so much as a bench to sit down on; but, as if 

Christ intended indeed to reduce the world to the plainness and simplicity, 

and so to the innocency and happiness, of Adam in paradise, he commanded 

them to sit down on the grass. By doing every thing thus, without any pomp 

or splendour, he plainly showed that his kingdom was not of this world, nor 

cometh with observation. 

2. The craving of a blessing. He did not appoint one of his disciples to 

be his chaplain, but he himself looked up to heaven, and blessed, and gave 

thanks; he praised God for the provision they had, and prayed to God to 

bless it to them. His craving a blessing, was commanding a blessing; for as 

he preached, so he prayed, like one having authority; and in this prayer and 

thanksgiving, we may suppose, he had special reference to the multiplying 

of this food; but herein he has taught us that good duty of craving a blessing 

and giving thanks at our meals: God’s good creatures must be received with 

thanksgiving, 1 Tim. 4:4. Samuel blessed the feast, 1 Sam. 9:13; Acts 2:46, 



47; 27:24, 35. This is eating and drinking to the glory of God (1 Cor. 

10:31); giving God thanks (Rom. 14:6); eating before God, as Moses, and 

his father-in-law, Exod. 18:12, 15. When Christ blessed, he looked up to 

heaven, to teach us, in prayer, to eye God as a Father in heaven; and when 

we receive our creature-comforts to look thitherward, as taking them from 

God’s hand, and depending on him for a blessing. 

3. The carving of the meat. The Master of the feast was himself 

head-carver, for he brake, and gave the loaves to the disciples, and the 

disciples to the multitude. Christ intended hereby to put honor upon his 

disciples, that they might be respected as workers together with him; as 

also to signify in what way the spiritual food of the word should be dispensed 

to the world; from Christ, as the original Author, by his ministers. What 

Christ designed for the churches he signified to his servant John (Rev. 1:1, 

4); they delivered all that, and that only, which they received from the Lord, 

1 Cor. 11:23. Ministers can never fill the people’s hearts, unless Christ first 

fill their hands: and what he has given to the disciples, they must give to the 

multitude; for they are stewards, to give to every one his portion of meat, 

Matt. 24:45. And, blessed be God, be the multitude ever so great, there is 

enough for all, enough for each. 

4. The increase of the meat. This is taken notice of only in the effect, 

not in the cause or manner of it; here is no mention of any word that Christ 

spoke, by which the food was multiplied; the purposes and intentions of his 

mind and will shall take effect, though they be not spoken out: but this is 

observable, that the meat was multiplied, not in the heap at first, but in the 

distribution of it. As the widow’s oil increased in the pouring out, so here the 

bread in the breaking. Thus grace grows by being acted, and, while other 

things perish in the using, spiritual gifts increase in the using. God ministers 

seed to the sower, and multiplies not the seed hoarded up, but the seed 

sown, 2 Cor. 9:10. Thus there is that scattereth and yet increaseth; that 

scattereth, and so increaseth. 

 

VI. The plentiful satisfaction of all the guests with this provision. Though the 

disproportion was so great, yet there was enough and to spare. 

1. There was enough: They did all eat, and were filled. Note, Those 

whom Christ feeds, he fills; so runs the promise (Ps. 37:19), They shall be 

satisfied. As there was enough for all, they did all eat, so there was enough 

for each, they were filled; though there was but little, there was enough, 

and that is as good as a feast. Note, The blessing of God can make a little go 



a great way; as, if God blasts what we have, we eat, and have not enough, 

Hag. 1:6. 

2. There was to spare; They took up of the fragments that remained, 

twelve baskets full, one basket for each apostle: thus what they gave they 

had again, and a great deal more with it; and they were so far from being 

nice, that they could make this broken meat serve another time, and be 

thankful. This was to manifest and magnify the miracle, and to show that 

the provision Christ makes for those who are his is not bare and scanty, but 

rich and plenteous; bread enough, and to spare (Luke 15:17), an 

overflowing fullness. Elisha’s multiplying the loaves was somewhat like this, 

but far short of it; and then it was said, They shall eat and leave, 2 Kgs. 

4:43. 

 

It is the same divine power, though exerted in an ordinary way, which 

multiplies the seed sown in the ground every year, and makes the earth 

yield her increase; so that what was brought out by handfuls, is brought 

home in sheaves. This is the Lord’s doing; it is by Christ that all natural 

things consist, and by the word of his power that they are upheld. 

 

Wednesday, November 18 - Read Mark 6:30-44 

In there verses, we have, 

I. The return to Christ of the apostles whom he had sent forth (Mark 6:7), to 

preach, and work miracles. They had dispersed themselves into several 

quarters of the country for some time, but when they had made good their 

several appointments, by consent they gathered themselves together, to 

compare notes, and came to Jesus, the centre of their unity, to give him an 

account of what they had done pursuant to their commission: as the servant 

that was sent to invite to the feast, and had received answers from the 

guests, came, and showed his Lord all those things, so did the apostles 

here; they told him all things, both what they had done, and what they had 

taught. Ministers are accountable both for what they do, and for what they 

teach; and must both watch over their own souls, and watch for the souls of 

others, as those that must give account, Heb. 13:17. Let them not either do 

anything, or teach anything, but what they are willing should be related and 

repeated to the Lord Jesus. It is a comfort to faithful ministers, when they 

can appeal to Christ concerning their doctrine and manner of life, both which 

perhaps have been misrepresented by men; and he gives them leave to be 

free with him, and to lay open their case before him, to tell him all things, 



what treatment they have met with, what success, and what 

disappointment. 

 

II. The tender care Christ took for their repose, after the fatigue they had 

(Mark 6:31); He said unto them, perceiving them to be almost spent, and 

out of breath, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest awhile. 

It should seem that John’s disciples came to Christ with the mournful tidings 

of their master’s death, much about the same time that his own disciples 

came to him with the report of their negotiation. Note, Christ takes 

cognizance of the frights of some, and the toils of others, of his disciples, 

and provides suitable relief for both, rest for those that are tired, and refuge 

for those that are terrified. With what kindness and compassion doth Christ 

say to them, Come, and rest! Note, The most active servants of Christ 

cannot be always upon the stretch of business, but have bodies that require 

some relaxation, some breathing-time; we shall not be able to serve God 

without ceasing, day and night, till we come to heaven, where they never 

rest from praising him, Rev. 4:8. And the Lord is for the body, considers its 

frame, and not only allows it time for rest, but puts it in mind of resting. 

Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers. Return to thy rest. And 

those that work diligently and faithfully, may cheerfully retire to rest. The 

sleep of the laboring man is sweet. But observe, 1. Christ calls them to come 

themselves apart; for, if they had any body with them, they would have 

something to say, or something to do, for their good; if they must rest, they 

must be alone. 2. He invites them not to some pleasant country-seat, where 

there were fine buildings and fine gardens, but into a desert place, where 

the accommodations were very poor, and which was fitted by nature only, 

and not by art, for quietness and rest. But it was of a piece with all the other 

circumstances he was in; no wonder that he who had but a ship for his 

preaching place, had but a desert for his resting place. 3. He calls them only 

to rest awhile; they must not expect to rest long, only to get breath, and 

then to go to work again. There is no remaining rest for the people of God 

till they come to heaven. 4. The reason given for this, is, not so much 

because they had been in constant work, but because they now were in a 

constant hurry; so that they had not their work in any order; for there were 

many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat. Let but 

proper time be set, and kept for every thing, and a great deal of work may 

be done with a great deal of ease; but if people be continually coming and 

going, and no rule or method be observed, a little work will not be done 



without a deal of trouble. 5. They withdrew, accordingly, by ship; not 

crossing the water, but making a coasting voyage to the desert of Bethsaida, 

Mark 6:32. Going by water was much less toilsome than going by land would 

have been. They went away privately, that they might be by themselves. 

The most public persons cannot but wish to be private sometimes. 

 

III. The diligence of the people to follow him. It was rude to do so, when he 

and his disciples were desirous, for such good reason, to retire; and yet they 

are not blamed for it, nor bid to go back, but bid welcome. Note, A failure in 

good manners will easily be excused in those who follow Christ, if it be but 

made up in a fulness of good affections. They followed him of their own 

accord, without being called upon. Here is no time set, no meeting 

appointed, no bell tolled; yet they thus fly like a cloud, and as the doves to 

their windows. They followed him out of the cities, quitted their houses and 

shops, their callings and affairs, to hear him preach. They followed him 

afoot, though he was gone by sea, and so, to try them, seemed to put a 

slight upon them, and to endeavour to shake them off; yet they stuck to 

him. They ran afoot, and made such haste, that they out-went the disciples, 

and came together to him with an appetite to the word of God. Nay they 

followed him, though it was into a desert place, despicable and inconvenient. 

The presence of Christ will turn a wilderness into a paradise. 

 

Thursday, November 19 - Read Mark 6:30-44 

IV. The entertainment Christ gave them (Mark 6:34); When he saw much 

people, instead of being moved with displeasure, because they disturbed 

him when he desired to be private, as many a man, many a good man, 

would have been, he was moved with compassion toward them, and looked 

upon them with concern, because they were as sheep having no shepherd, 

they seemed to be well-inclined, and manageable as sheep, and willing to be 

taught, but they had no shepherd, none to lead and guide them in the right 

way, none to feed them with good doctrine: and therefore, in compassion to 

them, he not only healed their sick, as it is in Matthew, but he taught them 

many things, and we may be sure that they were all true and good, and fit 

for them to learn. 

 

V. The provision he made for them all; all his hearers he generously made 

his guests, and treated them at a splendid entertainment: so it might truly 

be called, because a miraculous one. 



1. The disciples moved that they should be sent home. When the day 

was not far spent, and night drew on, they said, This is a desert place, and 

much time is now past; send them away to buy bread, Mark 6:35. This the 

disciples suggested to Christ; but we do not find that the multitude 

themselves did. They did not say, Send us away (though they could not but 

be hungry), for they esteemed the words of Christ’s mouth more than their 

necessary food, and forgot themselves when they were hearing him; but the 

disciples thought it would be a kindness to them to dismiss them. Note, 

Willing minds will do more, and hold out longer, in that which is good, than 

one would expect from them. 

2. Christ ordered that they should all be fed (Mark 6:37); Give ye 

them to eat. Though their crowding after him and his disciples hindered 

them from eating (Mark 6:31), yet he would not therefore, to be even with 

them, send them away fasting, but, to teach us to be kind to those who are 

rude to us, he ordered provision to be made for them; that bread which 

Christ and his disciples took with them into the desert, that they might make 

a quiet meal of it for themselves, he will have them to partake of. Thus was 

he given to hospitality. They attended on the spiritual food of his word, and 

then he took care that they should not want corporal food. The way of duty, 

as it is the way of safety, so it is the way to supply. Let God alone to fill the 

pools with rain from heaven, and so to make a well even in the valley of 

Baca, for those that are going Zion-ward, from strength to strength, Ps. 

84:6, 7. Providence, not tempted, but duly trusted, never yet failed any of 

God’s faithful servants, but has refreshed many with seasonable and 

surprising relief. It has often been seen in the mount of the Lord, 

Jehovah-jireh, that the Lord will provide for those that wait on him. 

3. The disciples objected against it as impracticable; Shall we go, and 

buy two hundred penny-worth of bread, and give them to eat? Thus, 

through the weakness of their faith, instead of waiting for directions from 

Christ, they perplex the cause with projects of their own. It was a question, 

whether they had two hundred pence with them, whether the country would 

of a sudden afford so much bread if they had, and whether that would 

suffice so great a company; but thus Moses objected (Num. 11:22), Shall 

the flocks and the herds be slain for them? Christ would let them see their 

folly in forecasting for themselves, that they might put the greater value 

upon his provision for them. 

4. Christ effected it, to universal satisfaction. They had brought with 

them five loaves, for the victualling of their ship, and two fishes perhaps 



they caught as they came along; and that is the bill of fare. This was but a 

little for Christ and his disciples, and yet this they must give away, as the 

widow her two mites, and as the church of Macedonia’s deep poverty 

abounded to the riches of their liberality. We often find Christ entertained at 

other people’s tables, dining with one friend, and supping with another: but 

here we have him supping a great many at his own charge, which shows 

that, when others ministered to him of their substance, it was not because 

he could not supply himself otherwise (if he was hungry, he needed not tell 

them); but it was a piece of humiliation, that he was pleased to submit to, 

nor was it agreeable to the intention of miracles, that he should work them 

for himself. Observe, 

(1.) The provision was ordinary. Here were no rarities, no 

varieties, though Christ, if he had pleased, could have furnished his table 

with them; but thus he would teach us to be content with food convenient 

for us, and not to be desirous of dainties. If we have for necessity, it is no 

matter though we have not for delicacy and curiosity. God, in love, gives 

meat for our hunger; but, in wrath, gives meat for our lusts, Ps. 78:18. The 

promise to them that fear the Lord, is, that verily they shall be fed; he doth 

not say, They shall be feasted. If Christ and his disciples took up with mean 

things, surely we may. 

(2.) The guests were orderly; for they sat down by companies on 

the green grass (Mark 6:39), they sat down in ranks by hundreds and by 

fifties (Mark 6:40), that the provision might the more easily and regularly be 

distributed among them; for God is the God of order, and not of confusion. 

Thus care was taken that every one should have enough, and none be 

over-looked, nor any have more than was fitting. 

(3.) A blessing was craved upon the meat; He looked up to 

heaven, and blessed. Christ did not call one of his disciples to crave a 

blessing, but did it himself (Mark 6:41); and by virtue of this blessing the 

bread strangely multiplied, and so did the fishes, for they did all eat, and 

were filled, though they were to the number of five thousand, Mark 6:42, 

44. This miracle was significant, and shows that Christ came into the world, 

to be the great feeder as well as the great healer; not only to restore, but to 

preserve and nourish, spiritual life; and in him there is enough for all that 

come to him, enough to fill the soul, to fill the treasures; none are sent 

empty away from Christ, but those that come to him full of themselves. 

(4.) Care was taken of the fragments that remained, with which 

they filled twelve baskets. Though Christ had bread enough at command, he 



would hereby teach us, not to make waste of any of God’s good creatures; 

remembering how many there are that do want, and that we know not but 

we may some time or other want such fragments as we throw away. 

 

Friday, November 20 - Read Luke 9:10-17 

We have here,  

I. The account which the twelve gave their Master of the success of their 

ministry. They were not long out; but, when they returned, they told him all 

that they had done, as became servants who were sent on an errand. They 

told him what they had done, that, if they had done any thing amiss, they 

might mend it next time. 

 

II. Their retirement, for a little breathing: He took them, and went aside 

privately into a desert place, that they might have some relaxation from 

business and not be always upon the stretch. Note, He that hath appointed 

our man-servant and maid-servant to rest would have his servants to rest 

too. Those in the most public stations, and that are most publicly useful, 

must sometimes go aside privately, both for the repose of their bodies, to 

recruit them, and for the furnishing of their minds by meditation for further 

public work. 

 

III. The resort of the people to him, and the kind reception he gave them. 

They followed him, though it was into a desert place; for that is no desert 

where Christ is. And, though they hereby disturbed the repose he designed 

here for himself and his disciples, yet he welcomed them, Luke 9:11. Note, 

Pious zeal may excuse a little rudeness; it did with Christ, and should with 

us. Though they came unseasonably, yet Christ gave them what they came 

for.  

1. He spoke unto them of the kingdom of God, the laws of that 

kingdom with which they must be bound, and the privileges of that kingdom 

with which they might be blessed.  

2. He healed them that had need of healing, and, in a sense of their 

need, made their application to him. Though the disease was ever so 

inveterate, and incurable by the physicians, though the patients were ever 

so poor and mean, yet Christ healed them. There is healing in Christ for all 

that need it, whether for soul or body. Christ hath still a power over bodily 

diseases, and heals his people that need healing. Sometimes he sees that 

we need the sickness for the good of our souls, more than the healing for 



the ease of our bodies, and then we must be willing for a season, because 

there is need, to be in heaviness; but, when he sees that we need healing, 

we shall have it. Death is his servant, to heal the saints of all diseases. He 

heals spiritual maladies by his graces, by his comforts, and has for each 

what the case calls for; relief for every exigence. 

 

 

Saturday, November 21 - Read Luke 9:10-17 

IV. The plentiful provision Christ made for the multitude that attended him. 

With five loaves of bread, and two fishes, he fed five thousand men. This 

narrative we had twice before, and shall meet with it again; it is the only 

miracle of our Saviour’s that is recorded by all the four evangelists. Let us 

only observe out of it,  

1. Those who diligently attend upon Christ in the way of duty, and 

therein deny or expose themselves, or are made to forget themselves and 

their outward conveniences by their zeal for God’s house, are taken under 

his particular care, and may depend upon Jehovah-jireh—The Lord will 

provide. He will not see those that fear him, and serve him faithfully, want 

any good thing.  

2. Our Lord Jesus was of a free and generous spirit. His disciples said, 

Send them away, that they may get victuals; but Christ said, “No, give ye 

them to eat; let what we have go as far as it will reach, and they are 

welcome to it.” Thus he has taught both ministers and Christians to use 

hospitality without grudging, 1 Pet. 4:9. Those that have but a little, let 

them do what they can with that little, and that is the way to make it more. 

There is that scatters, and yet increases.  

3. Jesus Christ has not only physic, but food, for all those that by faith 

apply themselves to him; he not only heals them that need healing, cures 

the diseases of the soul, but feeds them too that need feeding, supports the 

spiritual life, relieves the necessities of it, and satisfies the desires of it. 

Christ has provided not only to save the soul from perishing by its diseases, 

but to nourish the soul unto life eternal, and strengthen it for all spiritual 

exercises. 4. All the gifts of Christ are to be received by the church in a 

regular orderly manner; Make them sit down by fifties in a company, Luke 

9:14. Notice is here taken of the number of each company which Christ 

appointed for the better distribution of the meat and the easier computation 

of the number of the guests.  



5. When we are receiving our creature-comforts, we must look up to 

heaven. Christ did so, to teach us to do so. We must acknowledge that we 

receive them from God, and that we are unworthy to receive them,—that we 

owe them all, and all the comfort we have in them, to the mediation of 

Christ, by whom the curse is removed, and the covenant of peace 

settled,—that we depend upon God’s blessing upon them to make them 

serviceable to us, and desire that blessing.  

6. The blessing of Christ will make a little go a great way. The little 

that the righteous man has is better than the riches of many wicked, a 

dinner of herbs better than a stalled ox.  

7. Those whom Christ feeds he fills; to whom he gives, he gives 

enough; as there is in him enough for all, so there is enough for each. He 

replenishes every hungry soul, abundantly satisfies it with the goodness of 

his house. Here were fragments taken up, to assure us that in our Father’s 

house there is bread enough, and to spare. We are not straitened, or 

stinted, in him. 

 

 


